Lowell General Hospital

Auxiliary Newsletter
Fall 2018

President’s Message
I have to say I am enjoying these crisp fall mornings, after the extremely
warm summer. Fall is a busy time for the Auxiliary and it’s an honor to be
the new President. With many new changes on the board, I look forward to
working alongside this group of dedicated members as we continue to support
our pledge to the hospital for the renovation of the ICU family corridor,
healing garden and Labyrinth.
On behalf of the Auxiliary, I would like to thank Paula Leavitt for her
dedication and leadership as the past president. I look forward to her
continued support on the board and as a mentor for the next two years.
I would also like to express gratitude to longtime board members, Linda
Carson, Carol Gilchrist, Jan Demetriou, Carrie Meikle, Priti Patel, Alexandria
Regan and Elaine Zouzas-Thibault for their dedication, hard work and
donations to support our mission. These women have been tremendous board
members and will be greatly missed.
The past and present nominating committee has worked diligently to compile
a new board of officers and add six new board members. Please welcome
our new members Molly Bennett, Eve Soroken, Frances Dallmeyer, Margaret
Leighton, Suzanne L’Hussier and Tara Morrissey. Please look for their bios in
the newsletter.
Together we are busy preparing for our signature event, Taste of the Town
October 28th, 4:30-8 p.m. at the UMass Lowell Inn & Conference Center.
Susan Wornick, Emmy award winning anchor from Boston’s top-rated Noon
broadcast at WCVB Channel 5, will be our guest host this year. This is a night
of delicious food, music, raffle baskets, silent and live auction items. Buy
your tickets today or consider a donation to the “Shop Till You Drop” basket.
Please contact Kelly Will in Philanthropy at 978-937-6696.
Many more events are in the works including A Winter Affair with a Little
Flair at Vesper Country Club, Book Fair and Festival of Holidays. Check out
the calendar of events attached. I look forward to seeing many of you at the
auxiliary events, at the hospital, in the gift shop and or at other events in
the community.
Best wishes for a fabulous fall!
Susan Dionne, President
Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary
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Auxiliary Board
2018-19
Officers:
President: Susan Dionne
Vice President: Susan Zacharer
Treasurer: Deb Lemos
Corresponding Secretary: Pauline Lambert
Recording Secretary: Alison Burns
Immediate Past President: Paula Leavitt
Directors:
Mary Bennett
Molly Bennett
Alexis Bolduc
Fran Dallmeyer
Christine Fraser
Margaret Leighton
Suzanne L’Hussier
Tara Morrissey
Trish O’Donnell
Eve Soroken			
Deb Trull
Pam White

Become a Member!

There are many ways to
get involved. For more
information about joining
the Lowell General
Hospital Auxiliary, please
contact the Philanthropy
Office at 978-937-6696.
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Meet Our New Board Members
Molly Bennett is a lifelong resident of
Chelmsford. She has worked in commercial real
estate since 2013 starting out at Cummings
Properties in Woburn, MA. Molly currently
works for Nordblom and is responsible for 3rd
Avenue in Burlington, MA one of Nordblom’s
flagship properties. Molly has a long association
with the Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary. Her
mother and aunt are both past presidents and Molly has served
on the restaurant committee for the Auxiliary’s signature
fundraising event, Taste of the Town, and on the Winter Affair
committee enlisting the mixologists.
Molly is also on the Circle Health Ball committee and on the
board of Women Working Wonders. Molly’s philanthropic efforts
are not limited to the hospital. She has participated in the Pan
Mass Challenge, a diabetes ride, and several rides for multiple
sclerosis. When not busy at work or with her volunteer and
fundraising endeavors, Molly is most likely to be found spending
time with her family or vacationing in Southern Maine.
Fran Dallmeyer has lived in Chelmsford, MA for
over 20 years, where she and her husband
raised their three children. Fran has enjoyed an
active lifestyle, from coaching athletic teams,
volunteering at her church, and to participating
in golf leagues. Fran graduated with a Bachelor
of Science and a Master’s degree in Criminal
Justice from the University of Massachusetts
Lowell. In 2000, she completed her law degree at Suffolk
University while raising three children under the age of three.
She started her career in the criminal justice field as a social
worker and then as a victim witness advocate. After law school
she practiced for three years as a real estate attorney, and then
returned to her current vocation as a bar advocate for people
who cannot afford an attorney’s representation, and has served
the community in this role for the past 14 years. As Chairperson
on the continuing legal education committee for the Greater
Lowell Bar Association, Fran teaches local attorneys current case
law and best practices. The Law Office of Frances Dallmeyer,
located in Chelmsford, specializes in family law and criminal
defense. Fran focuses on championing for the rights and welfare
of children in the criminal justice system.

Eve Soroken is a lifelong resident
of Lowell, Massachusetts and is
a volunteer and supporter of
local cultural and social
organizations. Eve is a board
member of Hellenic Cultural and
Heritage Society, past president
of the Ladies Philoptochos
Society of Holy Trinity Church, and a Lifetime
member of the Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary.
Eve’s husband, Maxwell Soroken (deceased),
served on the Board of Directors of Lowell General
Hospital. In the past, Eve managed the hospital
gift shop and currently volunteers at the Dahod
Lobby front desk. Her family, Daniel and Laurie
Soroken and their children reside in Lowell, while
Ari and Janine Soroken and their daughter reside
in Princeton, N.J..
Margaret Leighton is currently a
social worker for the Chelmsford
Housing Authority. Prior to that
she was employed by the Lowell
Health Department as a hearing
and vision screener in the Lowell
Public Schools. Upon graduating
from UNH she worked as a
Medical Group Service Coordinator for Harvard
Community Health Plan.
Margaret has served as a member of the Board of
Directors at the Brush Art Gallery and the Lowell
Association of the Blind. She joined the Lowell
General Hospital auxiliary board in 2003 and
served two three-year terms.
Margaret lives in Lowell and has three grown sons.
Margaret enjoys spending time at the beach and is
happiest being with her family.

Tara Morrissey lives in Chelmsford
with her husband Kevin and is the
proud mother of a beautiful
daughter Sydney. Tara works as a
New England Sales Representative
at All Sports Heroes in Lowell. She
enjoys reading, traveling and
spending time with her family. Tara
also enjoys doing volunteer work and supporting local
charities in her community.
Suzanne L’Hussier For the last thirty
years, Suzanne has been designing
spaces for clients throughout New
England. She has extensive design
training in both architectural and
interior design as well as landscape
design; working on a wide variety of
projects ranging from residential
homes, restaurants, offices, retail spaces, medical
buildings, public libraries and airplane hangars. After
working for various design build firms as both designer
and project manager, Suzanne opened her own design
firm in 2004. After 14 successful years in business for
herself, she has decided to retire from the design
industry to head up a commercial division at her family
insurance business this fall.
Born and raised in Lowell, Suzanne has seen Lowell
General Hospital grow from a local community hospital
into a first class medical facility. She is proud to have a
hospital of this caliber in her community and is excited
to be a part of this wonderful group of people who are
focused on finding ways to make it even better!
Along with donating her time to many local charities,
Suzanne has spent extensive time volunteering to raise
funds for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
Suzanne currently resides in Chelmsford, with her
husband Michael. She is the proud parent of two adult
children, Courtney and Amanda. In her spare time,
Suzanne enjoys golfing with her family and friends at
both Vesper and Mount Pleasant Golf clubs.
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Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary Annual Meeting 2018

The annual meeting of the Lowell
General Hospital Auxiliary took
place Monday, May 7, 2018, in
the library of the Stonehedge
Hotel & Spa. The 63 attendees
representing the Auxiliary, the
hospital administration and friends
of the Auxiliary were treated to a
delicious three-course luncheon
prior to the business meeting.
During the business part of the
meeting Paula Leavitt expressed
her gratitude for the opportunity
to serve as President for the last
two years. Paula also conveyed her
appreciation to her colleagues on
the board, the general membership,
and the Philanthropy team,
particularly Amy Werner and Kelly
Will, for their ongoing support of
Auxiliary events.

2018-2019. With no nominations
from the floor the slate was
unanimously elected. A list of the
new officers appears on pages 2-3
of this newsletter.
Departing members were
acknowledged for their many years
of dedication and service:
• Linda Carson (18 years)
• Jan Demetriou
• Carol Gilchrist, past-president
(24 years)
• Carrie Meikle, past-president
• Priti Patel
• Alexandria Regan
• Elaine Zouzas-Thibault, pastpresident

The membership voted unanimously
to accept proposed changes to the
Auxiliary by-laws. The proposed
changes were sent by e-mail and
regular mail two weeks prior to the
meeting and were also available at
the meeting.
Carrie Meikle, past-president and
chair of the nominating committee,
presented the slate of officers for
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A warm welcome was extended to
the incoming board members:
• Molly Bennett
• Fran Dallmeyer
• Tara Morrissey
Pauline Lambert and Mary Bennett,
co-chairs of Daffodils and Desserts,
presented this year’s donation
of $5,401.88 to Cancer Center
representatives Meg Lemire Berthel
and Elisa Shanahan.

Daffodils and Desserts donates
$5,401.88 to Cancer Center
This year’s gift will be used to
purchase 18 Big and Tall chairs for
the Cancer Center as well as Market
Basket gift cards.

Third installment of $125K for the
ICU renovation and healing garden
was donated this year.
Jody White, President and CEO of
Lowell General Hospital and Circle
Health, gratefully accepted the
third installment of $125,000 on
a $500,000 pledge for the ICU
renovation and healing garden from
Paula Leavitt and incoming president
Susan Dionne. Jody expressed his
sincere appreciation to the Auxiliary for
its continued support of the hospital.

Paula Leavitt and incoming president Susan Dionne present the third
installment check for the ICU renovation and healing garden to Jody
White, President and CEO of Lowell General Hospital and Circle Health

As the last order of business the
Auxiliary’s new President, Susan
Dionne, accepted the gavel along
with the wishes of all present for a
successful and enjoyable term as
President.
Following the business meeting
Chico’s of Acton presented a
fashion show. Modeling for the
Auxiliary were: Molly Bennett,
Alexis Bolduc, Alison Burns,
Trish O’Donnell, Priti Patel, and
Susan Zacharer.
Chico’s provided discount
coupons to all attendees.
Once again guests enjoyed
music provided by Dan Maguire
during the social hour, luncheon
and fashion show.
An enjoyable afternoon was had
by all in attendance.
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Daffodils and Desserts
After a long and stormy winter marked by many
northeasters, Spring was welcomed on March 22nd as
“Daffodils and Desserts” was held in both the Dahod
main lobby and the Saints lobby.
Visitors, patients and employees were cheered by
the sight of the bright blooming daffodils, floral
arrangements, Easter baskets, home baked goods and
candies that were offered for sale.
Thanks to everyone’s generosity and proceeds that
approached $5,500, we were able to purchase 18 Big
and Tall chairs for the Cancer Center at Lowell General
Hospital. Market Basket gift cards were purchased with
the balance of the proceeds. These will be distributed
to cancer patients at Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Co-Chairs of the event, Pauline Lambert and Mary
Bennett, presented these gifts to representatives of
the Cancer Center at the annual meeting held at the
Stonehedge Hotel & Spa on May 7th.
Graciously accepting were Meg Lemire-Berthel, Director
of Oncology Social Work and Elisa Shanahan, newly
named Operations Director of Cancer Services at Lowell
General Hospital.
Thanks to all the Auxilians who volunteered their
time and talent to assure the success of this event.
Friendship and service to others in support of cancer
patients is a tribute to the Auxiliary’s mission and
support of the hospital.

Gift Shop News
Stop by the gift shops and see the new merchandise
and new faces! With the addition of two new
employees, our team is full and ready for our busiest
season of the year. We are extremely excited to have
such a great team. Both the Main and Saints Campus
Gift Shops are transitioning into fall with lots of great
harvest home décor and beautiful apparel pieces
appropriate for the ever changing weather. Lowell
General Hospital gear is still flying off the shelves.
We are expecting new long sleeve t-shirts any day.
We are already starting to receive our Christmas
inventory and we are busy preparing for our annual
Festival of Holidays. We are ready to work hard and
we are anticipating a great holiday season! Save
these dates For the Festival of Holidays: November
15th & 16th at Main Campus and December 6th at
Saints Campus.

Remember: All auxiliary members receive
10% off their purchases in the gift shop!

Like Us on Facebook
Lowell General Hospital
Auxiliary Gift Shop

Follow Us on Instagram
@lowellgeneralhospitalgiftshops

The Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary’s Signature Event

Taste of the Town
Sunday, October 28th 2018
This year’s special guest emcee
is Emmy-award winning Susan
Wornick. Susan anchored Boston’s
top-rated noon news broadcast at
WCVB’s Channel 5 and was the
featured consumer reporter for
NewsCenter 5.
A variety of the area’s leading
restaurants and caterers will
present their culinary creations for
your dining pleasure and compete
for the coveted People’s Choice
Awards for best appetizer, entrée,
and dessert. The Chairmen’s
Choice is awarded for the best
table presentation.
While sampling the food the guests
can enjoy the music of the Richie
Dee Quartet.
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UMass Lowell Inn and Conference Center
4:30 – 8:00 p.m.
The festivities will also include
raffle baskets, silent and live
auctions, and the Parade of Chefs.
The January raffle calendar with
a daily prize awarded in January
debuts at Taste of the Town.
Please plan to join us and enjoy an
evening of good food, good music,
and great company. All proceeds
benefit the Lowell General Hospital
and its mission of providing
Complete connected care to the
people of Greater Lowell.

For tickets go to:
squareup.com/store/
lowellgeneralauxiliary
For questions, please call
Kelly Will at (978) 937-6696.
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A Winter Affair held at the
Vesper Country Club
Enjoy a buffet dinner, the popular wine
pull, and sample signature cocktails
created by several of the area’s leading
mixologists. Vote for your favorite cocktail
and the bartender with a flair.
More surprises are promised!

Watch for your invitation in early January.

Sunday, February 10th, 2019

(Snow date: February 17th, 2019)

TASTE
OF THE

TOWN

Lowell General Hospital

sponsored by the
L owe l l G e n e r a l
Hospital Auxiliary

Auxiliary Calendar 2018-2019

A Winter Affair

September 12-14, 2018
Book Fair Main Campus
Main Campus 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saints Campus 7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

December 6, 2018
Festival of Holidays
Saints Campus

Taste of the Town

February 10th, 2019

October 28th, 2018

2019

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

October 28, 2018
Taste of the Town

December 11, 2018
Book Fair Tyngsboro

4:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.

9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

November 15, 2018
Festival of Holidays Main Campus

December 12, 2018
Book Fair Saints Campus

11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

March 2019
Daffodils and Desserts (TBA)

November 16, 2018
Festival of Holidays Main Campus

December 13-14, 2018
Book Fair Main Campus

May 13, 2019
Annual Meeting (TBA)

7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Main Campus 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saints Campus 7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Coming SOON!
The 2019 Raffle Calendars
will be for sale shortly!
The calendar will be making its debut
at this year’s Taste of the Town on
Sunday, October 28th. It will soon
be available for $10 or 3/$25 at the
Lowell General Hospital Gift Shop.
The raffle calendar winners will be
posted on our website: lowellgeneral.
org/rafflecalendar. Good luck!

February 10, 2019
Winter Affair
(Vesper Country Club)
Snow Date: Feb 17, 2019

Circle Health Dracut
Circle Health opened its new 27,000
square-foot, three-story medical building
at the corner of Broadway (Route 113)
and Loon Hill Road in Dracut on
September 17th. This new facility features
a Circle Health Urgent Care Center, a Lowell General Hospital
Patient Service Center, primary care and OB/GYN physician
practices, and diabetes and endocrinology specialty services.
“We are excited for the opportunity to bring this added level
of Complete connected care to the Dracut community,” said
Jody White, CEO of Lowell General Hospital and president of
Circle Health.

Circle Health Tewksbury
Circle Health will be opening another outpatient facility with urgent
care, primary care, and other offices in Tewksbury early in 2019.
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