Lowell General Hospital

Auxiliary Newsletter
Fall 2016

In this issue:

President’s Message
Dear Auxilians,
I hope you all enjoyed the warm summer. I am honored to be the president of a group
dedicated to fulfilling the hospital’s mission.
On behalf of the Auxiliary, I thank Carrie Meikle for her leadership as president the last
two years.
The shorter days and cooler nights can only mean one thing... fall will soon be here.
The Auxiliary has a full calendar of activities to help support the hospital’s expansion
of the ICU, including the family corridor and healing garden with labyrinth. Check
the calendar on back of this newsletter for a complete schedule of events. We have
completed the first year of our four year pledge totaling $500,000 for these projects.
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A membership drive that began with an April event at the Whistler House continues.
Interested patrons are able to join the Auxiliary in the gift shop, taking advantage of
our new point-of-sale (POS) system. This drive resulted in 51 new members. Many
thanks to Mary Bennett and her committee for conducting a successful drive. Current
annual Auxiliary members have until December 31st to upgrade to Lifetime members
for $270, avoiding a January dues increase.
The first of our book fairs was held in September on the Main campus. Book fairs are
scheduled throughout the year at other LGH locations. Check the Auxiliary calendar for
locations and times. A selection of books and gift items are available for purchase by
staff and the public.
The Lowell General Hospital Gift Shops are available for all your shopping needs.
Donna Theone, manager, has chosen a wide variety of clothing and gift items in
addition to candy, magazines, and sundries that will make a perfect gift for a patient,
friend, or yourself. Gift shop sales along with event profits provide us the income to
meet our pledge.
The Holiday Festival will be held November 17th & 18th in the Clark Auditorium on the
Main campus and on December 8th in the lobby of the Saints campus. This popular
event provides hospital staff and the public an opportunity to get an early
start on holiday shopping. In addition to accessories and clothing you will find
a unique assortment of ornaments and gift items.
Save the date for our signature event. The 30th Annual Taste of the Town is scheduled
for Sunday, October 23, 2016, from 4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the UMass Lowell Inn
and Conference Center, 50 Warren Street, Lowell, Massachusetts. Jean McCaffery
and Clementine Alexis, past presidents, are honorary co-chairs for this year’s event.
Jean was president during the first Taste of the Town and Clemmi was instrumental
in securing the Hellenic School in Lowell as the venue. This event features area
restaurants and caterers with their delicious offerings and provides them with the
opportunity to compete for Best Appetizer, Best Entrée, and Best Dessert. The
Chairman’s Choice award is given for the best table presentation.
(continued next page)
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TASTE
OF THE

TOWN
sponsored by the
L owe l l G e n e r a l
Hospital Auxiliary

Now in it’s 30th Year!

Taste of the Town
Sunday October 23, 2016
Purchase Tickets Early!

Auxiliary Board
of Directors
Officers:
President: Paula Leavitt
First Vice President: Trish O’Donnell
Second Vice President: Lea Cahill
Recording Secretary: Linda Carson
Corresponding Secretary: Pauline Lambert
Treasurer: Pam White
Assistant Treasurer: Jan Demetriou
Immediate Past President: Carrie Meikle
Board of Directors:
Mary Bennett
Alison Burns
Joy Deschene
Susan Dionne
Carol Gilchrist
Debbie Lemos
Terry O’Connor
Alexandria Regan
Kathy Rhodes
Elaine Zouzas Thibault
Deborah Trull
Susan Zacharer

(Presidents message continued from p.1)
There will be live auction items, wonderful
raffle baskets, and the January 2017
raffle calendar. This year’s live auction
items include:
• A Royal Caribbean Cruise, donated by
Atlas Travel, more details to follow; and
• A package of two tickets to the Circle
Health Ball on March 4, 2017, at the
Westin Boston Waterfront Hotel, donated
by Lowell General Hospital, and an
overnight stay and brunch for two at
the hotel, donated by Dr. and Mrs.
Eric Meikle.
We are excited to have in attendance our
special guest, Billy Costa, Boston area
radio and television personality. Billy
is featured on KISS 108 Matty in the
Morning and on NESN’s Dining Playbook.
A special thanks to Jody and Pam White
for helping to make this happen.

Six New Members Join
Auxiliary at Open House
Terry O’Connor graciously hosted the auxiliary at
the historic Whistler House in downtown Lowell,
for our membership event on April 14th.
Carrie Meikle welcomed us with her prose and
spoke about the Auxiliary’s work and plans for
the future, while Jody White also gave a warm
welcome and thanked the Auxiliary for our
dedication and support of the hospital.
The house looked lovely with the late afternoon sun shining through the windows.
We had a chance to tour the house, learn a bit about its history and appreciate
all the artwork on display.
Auxiliary members invited friends to join us, meet members of the Auxiliary
Board and learn about the great events the Auxiliary sponsors to support the
hospital. We had one new Lifetime member and five new annual members join
the Auxiliary that evening.

If you would like to donate to the
Auxiliary’s Shop-‘til-You-Drop basket,
a gift card of any denomination to your
favorite place to shop may be left at the
gift shops or mailed to the Philanthropy
Office, 295 Varnum Avenue, Lowell, MA
01854. Alternatively, you may e-mail
Trish O’Donnell at podonnell@lowellfive.
com or Lea Cahill at lea.cahill@
atlastravel.com and arrangements will
be made to receive your card.
The January 2017 raffle calendars
will also be available for purchase that
evening. This popular item makes a
wonderful gift for family, friends, coworkers, teachers, and neighbors. Priced
at $10 each, or 3 for $25, calendars will
be available at the Taste of the Town.
After Taste of the Town, calendars will
be available in the gift shops. Every daily
prize is valued at $50 or more, with
cash prizes on the first and last days of
the month.
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We encourage people to purchase your
Taste of the Town tickets early as we
anticipate a sellout. Tickets are $100
per person and $125 for Patrons.
I look forward to seeing both familiar
and new faces at this year’s event.
We look forward to the return of A
Winter Affair on February 9th, 2017.
Thank you for your continued support
of the Auxiliary. Happy Autumn!
Warm regards,
Paula Leavitt
President
Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary

Welcome New Directors
Alison Burns

Sue Zacharer

Alison Burns serves as the Community
Relations and Customer Experience
Officer, Vice President, for Enterprise
Bank. Alison began her career with
Enterprise Bank in 2005 and has
held positions in the bank’s branch
network and executive offices prior
to her current role. In her current
capacity, Ms. Burns is responsible for
all aspects of the bank’s customer
experience program and corporate
giving. Additionally, she serves in a
leadership role for Enterprise Bank’s
signature community event – the
Celebration of Excellence.

Sue Zacharer is a lifelong resident
of Lowell, and works as Director of
Development at the Merrimack Valley
Food Bank. She previously worked
at Sage Bank and the Lowell Five
Cents Savings Bank as Assistant Vice
President of Business Development and
prior to that as Assistant Director for the
Greater Lowell Chamber of Commerce.

As a classically trained Soprano,
Alison continues to pursue her passion
in music as a Soloist and Cantor at
Saint Mary Parish in Chelmsford,
MA. Since 2005, Alison has been a
member of the prestigious Tanglewood
Festival Chorus, the official chorus of
the Boston Symphony Orchestra, as
well as the Boston Pops and continues
to be a featured soloist for a number
of community events in the area.
A graduate of Assumption College,
Ms. Burns earned a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Marketing and Music. An
advocate of community service, Alison
presently serves as the President of
the Board of Directors for Alternative
House. She has also donated her
time volunteering in support of Lowell
Woman’s Week, Middlesex Community
College, Lowell General Hospital,
Nevins Family of Services and the
Salem New Hampshire School District.
She presently resides in Lowell, MA.

Sue serves as a Corporator at the
Boys and Girls Club of Greater Lowell,
on the Board of the Greater Lowell
YMCA, and as Chairperson of the
Northern Massachusetts Chapter of
the March of Dimes. Her involvement
in the community further extends with
service on the Middlesex Community
College Leadership Advisory Board,
Winterfest Fundraising Committee
and the Greater Lowell Chamber of
Commerce Ambassador Committee.

Alison Burns

A graduate of Saint Michael’s College,
Sue is the proud mother of four;
Karoline, Johannah, Thomas and Walter.
Sue Zacharer

For more information about joining the Lowell General
Hospital Auxiliary, please contact the Philanthropy
Office at 978-937-6430.
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ICU Update

Work continues on the Auxiliary’s
substantial investment in Lowell
General’s latest capital project — the
new Intensive Care Unit (ICU) on our
Main campus. This expansion will allow
for 11 more monitored beds to care for
the community’s sickest patients.
As part of this $10 million project,
the Auxiliary has pledged $500,000
toward the exterior Family Corridor
and Healing Garden. One of the
largest components of this project

is the installation of the new glass
curtain wall on the exterior of both
the existing ICU and the new unit. If
you travel by the Main campus, you
can see this monumental project. This
glass curtain wall will allow for visitors
to view the outside of all three sides
of the ICU from the Family Corridor.
Being able to see the outside world
while a loved one is being cared for
in the ICU was an important and
thoughtful design element that the
hospital wanted to incorporate.

After October 1st, drywall will be
going up and a true sense of the
space will come to fruition. Progress
on the Healing Garden has been
delayed while the major construction
takes priority. Plan for the Garden’s
construction will be taking place in
the spring of 2017. In addition to a
meditative labyrinth, the Garden will
contain several flower beds including
our signature daffodils as well as
sitting cubes and benches which are
available as naming opportunities.
Anticipation for the new ICU opening
will be early in 2017. Hard Hat tours
will be conducted throughout the
months of October and November
for donors to see the progression of
the space. Check with the hospital’s
Philanthropy Department for specific
dates and times for a tour.

New Sales Record Set at
2016 Daffodil Days
Generous donations by auxilians
assured the success of “Daffodils and
Desserts” which was held on March 17,
2016. A new sales record of $6,000
was achieved! These funds were
presented to representatives of the
Lowell General Hospital Cancer Center
at our annual meeting.
At their request, custom cases
were constructed to display quilts
as art work. A quilt of individual
squares made at an Lowell Genral
Hospital children’s support group
was assembled by volunteer quilters.
It is now displayed in the corridor
connecting the main building to the
Lowell General Hopital Cancer Center.

A second case and quilt is located in
the Cancer Center.
Our $6,000 profit also enabled us to
purchase four bariatric chairs as well
as gift cards that will enable patients to
purchase Thanksgiving and Christmas
dinners as well as gas to defray
transportation costs. The oncology
social service staff will distribute these
to cancer patients experiencing difficult
circumstances due to their illness.
Auxiliary efforts are always appreciated.
Come Spring, we’ll eagerly await
the arrival of daffodils and another
opportunity for camaraderie and service
by the members of the Lowell General
Hospital Auxiliary!
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These individual quilt squares are
from the former Lowell General
Hospital’s children’s support group,
made in memory or in honor of a
loved one with cancer.
Local quilters from the Lowell General
Hospital community donated their
time to make this into a quilt that will
be around for years to comes, always
reminding us we endure and grow-up
to live lives beyond cancer.

It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year:

Annual Meeting 2016 Recap
On Monday, May 9, 2016, nearly
eighty members and board of the
Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary,
hospital administration and guests
attended the Auxiliary Annual Meeting
in the Clark Auditorium at Lowell
General Hospital.
The event opened with the dedication
of the Tree of Life, a new piece of
artwork inscribed with the names of
all the Auxiliary Lifetime Members in
the Conference Center lobby. Auxiliary
President Carrie Meikle presented
a poem. CircleHealth CEO Norm
Deschene, in true Hamilton rap style,
responded “Look at this form, my
name is Norm.”
The Tree of Life dedication was followed
by hors d’oeuvres and prosecco then
a delicious lunch provided by Sodexo.
After lunch, Auxiliary President
Carrie Meikle called the meeting to
order. She thanked Sodexo, the Gift
Shop, Jon Mansfield, the Auxiliary
Board, Administration and the
Philanthropy staff. She presented
flowers to Amy Werner, Director
of Philanthropy and Kelly Will,
Philanthropy Services Manager.

Carrie then presented the new
Auxiliary President Paula with
the gavel. Paula spoke about her
commitment and dedication to the
hospital and Auxiliary. “My reasons
for joining the auxiliary board were
both philanthropic and personal. My
dad spent 168 days between the ICU,
IMCU and the transition unit. I viewed
my joining the board as a way to give
back to the hospital in appreciation
for the wonderful
Motions to approve the Secretary’s Report care he received.”
and Treasurer’s Report were presented
The Auxiliary
and accepted. Mary Bennett presented
Annual Meeting
the 2016-17 slate of officers, which
was adjourned. Gift
was accepted. The Auxiliary welcomed
Manager Donna
two new board members, Alison Burns
Thoene presented a
and Sue Zacharer and thanked outgoing
spectacular fashion
board member Linda Chemaly. Pauline
show filled with
Lambert, Terry O’Connor and Mary
brilliant finds in our
Bennett presented the Auxiliary donations
very own gift shop.
to the Cancer Center from our Daffodils
The gorgeous models
and Desserts event.
were Susan Dionne, Pauline Lambert,
The Auxiliary has committed to a four-year Trish O’Donnell, Priti Patel, Alex
Regan, Cathy Ryder, Julia Shen, Ha
pledge totaling $500,000 to support the
Thai, and Pam White.
Healing Garden and ICU Family Corridor.
Carrie Meikle and Paula Leavitt presented
Lowell General Hospital President Jody
White with a check for $125,000, the first
installment of the Auxiliary ICU pledge.
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Gift Shop News
It’s been a long, hot and fairly quiet
summer at the Gift Shops with many
employees, visitors and patients taking
time to travel and beat the heat this
year. We are beginning to receive some
beautiful fall fashions and couldn’t
be more excited about what we are
seeing! Interested in a long, cashmerefeel cardigan tagged at $99.00 for
$39.99? We sold four as we were
unpacking them! This fall we will
continue to have a great array of
first-quality off-price items that
come in and blow out very quickly!

Like Us on Facebook
Lowell General Hospital
Auxiliary Gift Shop

Follow Us on Instagram
@lowellgeneralhospitalgiftshops

The looks this year are absolutely
stunning and we can’t wait to share
them with you!
As a reminder, all Auxiliary members
receive a 10% discount on all fullprice items at the shops. We also have
complimentary valet parking. Come in
with a friend and we will extend your
discount to them as well!

We are also expecting a huge
shipment of Noelle fashions the
first week of September. Noelle
is the largest-selling fashion line
for gift shops in the country and
our customers absolutely love it!
Planning for the Holiday Festival is
well underway and November will be
here before we know it! This year we
are scheduled for Thursday, November
17th, from 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. and Friday,
November 18th from 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
in Clark Auditorium, Main campus.
We will be in the main lobby of Saints
campus on Thursday, December 8th
from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Please call
Donna at 978-937-6373 or email:
donna.thoene@lowellgeneral.org if
you would like to help out during the
festivals, set-up on November 16th or
breakdown on Saturday, November
19th. We really need your help and
it’s a fun time and great way to meet
other wonderful women!

6 | Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary Newsletter • Fall 2016

Are you looking for something fun and
rewarding to do in your spare time? We
are looking for energetic ladies who
love fashion and shopping and are
willing to commit to four hours a week
volunteering in the Main campus shop.
If interested, please contact Donna at
donna.thoene@lowellgeneral.org.
Also, please follow us on Instagram
at @lowellgeneralhospitalgiftshops
and on Facebook at Lowell General
Hospital Auxiliary Gift Shop. We are
seeing more customers come in to
the hospital just to shop and we are
working hard to spread the word.
Please help us by following us and
sharing our fun posts!

10% Off Coupon for the
Lowell General Hospital
Gift Shop

Celebrating
30th Year!
Our Taste

of the Town 2016

Sunday, October 23, 2016
UMass Lowell Inn and Conference Center

Participating Restaurants:
110 Grill
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Aprile’s European Restaurant

TASTE
OF THE

Burton’s Grill

sponsored by the
L owe l l G e n e r a l
Hospital Auxiliary

Cobblestones
Evviva Cucina
Grazies Italian Grill

Billy Costa
radio and television host

I Dream of Jeanne Cakes
Nobo
NoLo Bistro and Bar at the
Stonehedge Hotel and Spa

Honorary co-chairs:

Clementine Alexis,
instrumental in securing the
Hellenic School as the venue

British Beer Works

TOWN
Celebrity Host:

Jean McCaffery,
President of Auxiliary
for first Taste of the Town

Bishop’s Legacy Restaurant

PigTale

16
Participating
Restaurants

Sodexo
The Tavern at Lenzi’s
Two Chefs are Better Than One
UMass Lowell Inn and
Conference Center

Live Auction:

Taste of the Town is October 23, 2016
at the UMass Inn & Conference Center
from 4:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Two tickets to the Circle Health Ball for Community Health
Initiatives on Saturday, March 4, 2017 at the Westin Hotel
in Boston Seaport District
— Donated by Lowell General Hospital

This year, we’re featuring special
guest Billy Costa from Kiss 108’s
Matty in the Morning and NESN’s
Dining Playbook.

Overnight stay at the Westin Hotel and Brunch for Two
— Donated by Dr. Eric and Mrs. Carrie Meikle
Royal Caribbean Cruise: 4-5 night Cruise for two in an
oceanview stateroom
— Donated by Atlas Travel

January 2017 Raffle Calendar
Debuts at Taste of the Town $10 each or 3 for $25 available at the event

Tickets:
Tickets are $100 per person and
$125 per patron (includes listing
in the program book).
RSVP to Kelly Will 978-937-6696
or kelly.will@lowellgeneral.org by
October 12th
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Lowell General Hospital
Auxiliary Calendar

2016
October 23

Taste of the Town
UMass Lowell Inn and
Conference Center
4:30 - 8 p.m.
November 17 & 18
Festival of Holidays
(Main campus,
Clark Auditorium)
December 6 & 7

Book Fair
(Main campus)
December 8

Festival of the Holidays
(Saints campus)
December 12

Book Fair
(Saints campus)
December 14

Book Fair
(Tyngsboro)

2017
February 9

A Winters Affair
March (TBD)
Daffodils and Desserts

The Tree of Life(time Members)
The old sign for the Auxiliary Lifetime Members was a formal, heavy bronze list
that hung outside the Clark Auditorium. As our lifetime membership grew, the list
spread to two signs. The Auxiliary Board decided that in order to accommodate our
growing list and to include all our members in one format a new sign was needed.
On Monday, May 9, 2016, the Tree of Lifetime Members was unveiled in a
dedication ceremony preceding the Auxiliary Annual Meeting. The new sign is an
elegant piece of artwork that adds beauty to the hall outside the Wallace Board
Room and graciously includes all lifetime members in one piece with room for
many more.
If you would like to add your name and leaf to our Tree, please contact Kelly Will at
Kelly.Will@LowellGeneral.org or (978) 937-6696 for information about an Auxiliary
Lifetime Membership. On January 1, 2017, the Auxiliary Lifetime Membership
will increase from its current fee of $300 to $500... or act now and upgrade your
membership until the end of December for $270!
Membership does have its privileges. Members receive the Auxiliary newsletter and
invitations to events such as Taste of the Town and A Winter Affair. Look for a 10%
off coupon to the Lowell General Hospital Gift Shop in this newsletter!
As the last poem of her Presidency, Carrie Meikle wrote the following dedication:

Have you ever seen such a simple, lovely tree,
With boughs of bronzed and gilded leaves?
Bearing names of those who have given wealth,
To guarantee the community health.
A lifetime of friendship and dedication,
For the Auxiliary’s edification.
The boughs are strong, the roots are deep.
Old friends and new, for us to keep.
Our Tree of Life, we happily greet.
May you grow more each time we meet.

May (TBD)

Annual Meeting
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