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Fall 2014

President’s Message
Happy Autumn
Dear Friends,
The mornings are chilly and crisp. Leaves are changing colors. Autumn is in the
air. And with autumn comes the Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary’s 28th Annual
Taste of the Town on Sunday, October 26th, 4:30-8:00 pm at the UMass Inn &
Conference Center.

TASTE
OF THE

TOWN
sponsored by the
L owe l l G e n e r a l
Hospital Auxiliary

To help you enjoy the Autumn Auxiliary activities, I have prepared a list of
Do’s and Don’ts.
•D
 o buy your tickets promptly for the Taste of the Town.
•D
 on’t eat ONLY desserts at Taste of the Town. No, that wasn’t me hovering
around the I Dream of Jeanne table all evening — really.
•D
 o START with the desserts, but leave room for the appetizers and entrées. After
all, you do have to cast a vote for one of each for the Peoples’ Choice Awards.

Sunday, October 26th

In this issue:
• President’s Message

•D
 on’t be a Scrooge and buy January 2015 Raffle Calendars only for yourself.

• New Board Member Bios

•D
 o use the January 2015 Raffle Calendar as gifts for friends, families, teachers,
the neighbor that brings you a brick — I mean fruitcake. The Raffle Calendar
will debut at Taste of the Town and then will be available at the Lowell General
Hospital Gift Shops (Main and Saints campuses).

• Gift Shop Volunteer
Luncheon

•D
 on’t leave all your holiday shopping until the last minute.

• Fashion Show

•D
 o shop the Festival of Holidays at the Clark Auditorium on November 21st and
22nd and at the Saints Campus lobby on December 4th for lovely gift items and
to-die-for holiday décor.
•D
 on’t be smug at Thanksgiving Dinner that you are almost done with holiday
shopping and the rest of the family hasn’t even started. Ok, you can be a little
smug.

• Annual Meeting

• Gift Shop News
• Taste of the Town Preview
• Calendar 2014-15

•D
 o finish off those last minute gifts at the Auxiliary Book Fair
(December 9th at Tyngsboro, December 10th at Saints and December
11th & 12th at Main campus).

I hope that you find this list helpful. If not, just pretend that you find
my advice profound and intriguing. Looking forward to seeing you at
Taste of the Town!
Best wishes for a Fabulous Fall,
Carrie Meikle
President
Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary

Coming soon,
order flowers and
gifts online

Auxiliary Board of
Directors 2014-15
Officers:
President: Carrie Meikle
1st Vice President: Paula Leavitt
2nd Vice President: Kathy Rhodes
Recording Secretary: Linda Carson
Corresponding Secretary: Pauline Lambert
Treasurer: Pam White
Assistant Treasurer: Jan Demetriou
Past President: Mary Bennett
Directors:
Term Expiring 2015
Susan Fauvel
Terry O’Connor
Priti Patel
Elaine Zouzas Thibault
Term Expiring 2016
Jane Comeau

New Auxiliary Board Members
Jane Comeau has enjoyed an extensive professional career in the Lowell area,
including her role as Director of Development at Saints Medical Center (now
Lowell General Hospital), sales manager at UMass Lowell’s Tsongas Center, cofounder of The Edge Group in Lowell, as well as a former paralegal. She holds
a BS in Organizational Communication and Leadership from Northeastern
University, an AS from Middlesex Community College, and attended Bentley
University. Jane is a past board member of the Lowell Transitional Living
Center, event planner and fundraiser for various local non-profit organizations
including SuitAbility, Community Teamwork, United Way and Saints Medical
Center. Jane and her husband Steve reside in Chelmsford and have two
daughters.
Trish O’Donnell, Vice President of Marketing for the Lowell Five has lived in
the Lowell area for 32 years. Originally from New York, she is married to Jim
O’Donnell, President of the O’Donnell and Sons Funeral Home. Jim and Trish
have two children, Meg, age 26 and Jimmy lll, age 20. In addition to being a
member of the Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary, Trish serves on D’Youville
Life and Wellness Center’s Campaign Leadership Committee and was recently
the co-chair for the First annual D’Youville Ladies Golf Tournament. Previously,
she has been active at the Academy of Notre Dame and St. Johns Prep,
participating in a variety of volunteer positions. Her civic involvement has
included volunteer work for the Merrimack Repertory Theater, Downtown Lowell
Business Association, Lowell Girls Club and the Lowell National Historical Park.

Trish O’Donnell
Susan Rokas
Deborah Trull

In Loving Memory of
Term Expiring 2017
Linda Chemaly
Joy Deschene
Carol Gilchrist
Deborah Lemos

For more information about
joining the Lowell General
Hospital Auxiliary, please
contact the Philanthropy
Office at 978-937-6430.

Beverly Bennett
It is with great fondness that members of the Lowell General
Hospital Auxiliary celebrate the life and many contributions
of the late Beverly Bennett who passed away at her home on
Sunday, May 4, 2014. Beverly served as the Corresponding
Secretary of the Auxiliary Board for many years. She was also instrumental in
organizing the regional Daffodil Days to benefit the American Cancer Society
and in conjunction with that, she helped to begin the hospital bake sale in order
to directly benefit the Lowell General Hospital Cancer Center. At one time she
was honored as a representative of volunteerism and community-building when
she participated tirelessly in staffing the exhibit that featured Princess Diana’s
gowns at the American Textile Museum. In addition, she helped coordinate the
accompanying fundraiser dinner that enabled the Auxiliary to make a generous gift
to the Cancer Center. Beverly was instrumental in helping the Auxiliary grow into
the productive organization that it is today.
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Gift Shop
Volunteer Luncheon

Members of the Auxiliary celebrate our
gift shop volunteers with a luncheon at
the Lowell General Saints Campus
On Monday, June 9, 2014 the Auxiliary Board celebrated
the hard work of our gift shop volunteers by hosting a Thank
You Luncheon for them. The event was held in the first floor
conference room at the Saints campus. In attendance were
volunteers from the two campuses as well as gift shop staff
and Auxiliary Board members. All were treated to a delicious
luncheon consisting of salads and assorted pastries. After
lunch, the volunteers were given a very informative lecture
from the hospital’s security department on the detection of
shoplifting and the best approaches for handling this difficult
situation.
The efforts of the Lowell General Hospital Gift Shop
volunteers make a significant contribution to the overall
dollar amount that the Auxiliary is able to donate to the
hospital. For this reason, the Auxiliary recognizes that our
volunteers are an integral part of our team. Therefore, we
would sincerely like to thank each and every one of our
volunteers for making both Gift Shops not only an important
revenue source for the Auxiliary but a beautiful area of both
hospitals that is enjoyed daily by our patients, employees
and visitors alike.

Interested in volunteering in the Gift Shop?
Please contact Donna Thoene at (978) 937-6373
or email donna.thoene@lowellgeneral.org

TeamWalk Donation
The Lowell General Auxiliary Board happily voted
to donate $15,000 to the hospital’s TeamWalk for
CancerCare that took place on Sunday, May 18,
2014. The popular event has been going strong
for 15 years and provides much needed services
and support to local cancer patients. It also has
the distinction of being the Merrimack Valley’s
largest single-day fundraising event. The Auxiliary
welcomed the opportunity to support this very
special and worthwhile cause.

FRIEND-RAISER
On May 1, 2014, Terry O’Connor graciously hosted
a Membership event for the Lowell General Hospital
Auxiliary in her beautiful Victorian home in the
Belvidere section of Lowell. The 18-room house
was built in 1906, boasts a Williamsburg-style
decor and was made with nine different woods
throughout the house. We thank her for generously
sharing her home. During the course of the evening,
approximately 60 current and prospective members
of the community met and discussed volunteer
opportunities with the Auxiliary. Jody White attended
and spoke about the dedication of the Auxiliary and
thanked them for their final payment on their $750K
pledge to the hospital’s Legacy Fund. As a result of
the event, we were able to engage 12 new annual
members and seven new lifetime members. Over the
summer, an additional 35 annual members renewed
their membership to the Auxiliary.
The Lowell General Auxiliary supports the mission
of the Lowell General Hospital and the well-being
of our community. We welcome new members,
and if you would like to learn more about volunteer
opportunities, please contact Kelly Will in the
Philanthropy Office at 978-937-6696 or
kelly.will@lowellgeneral.org.
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2014 Lowell General Hospital

Auxiliary Annual Meeting
On June 2, 2014, guests including
board members, hospital administration, past presidents and Auxilians
once again gathered at the Stonehedge
Inn and Spa in Tyngsboro for the
Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary
Annual Meeting. The meeting marked
the end of another productive year for
the Auxiliary.
After a wonderfully prepared lunch,
Auxiliary President Mary Bennett
conducted the business meeting.
During the meeting, the slate of
Auxiliary Officers and Board Members

for 2014-2015 was passed and the
minutes of the 2013 Auxiliary Annual
Meeting were approved. This meeting
was officially the last one as President
for Mary Bennett as she ceremoniously
passed the gavel into the capable
hands of Carrie Meikle. Before her
presidential duties were complete,
outgoing President Mary Bennett,
along with incoming President Carrie
Meikle and Second Vice President
Paula Leavitt presented a check
for $125,000 to Norm Deschene,
President and CEO of Circle Health
and CEO of Lowell General Hospital.
This was the sixth and final installment
of the Auxiliary’s $750,000 Legacy
Fund Pledge.

Outgoing President Mary Bennett, along with
incoming President Carrie Meikle and Second
Vice President Paula Leavitt presented a check
for $125,000 to Norm Deschene, President
and CEO of Circle Health and CEO of Lowell
General Hospital. This was the sixth and final
installment of the Auxiliary’s $750,000 Legacy
Fund Pledge.
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This accomplishment certainly proves
that great things can be achieved when
committed volunteers work together for
a common cause.
The Auxiliary couldn’t let the day
pass without acknowledging CEO
Norm Deschene’s 30 year anniversary
at Lowell General Hospital. In
appreciation of his dedication and
service, the Auxiliary presented him
with a commemorative plaque which
will be displayed at the Urgent Care
nurses’ station in the new Circle
Health facility in Westford.

After the business meeting was called to
a close, all in attendance were treated to
a fashion show presented by Irresistibles
of Andover. Our models did a fantastic

job showcasing their gorgeous summer
outfits. We would sincerely like to
thank them, and Irresistibles, for their
wonderful showcase of spring fashions.

You can find Irresistibles at www.
irresistibles.com.
Special thanks to all our fashion models
for showcasing the latest fashions!
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Lowell General Hospital Gift Shop News
Here at the Gift Shops, we love autumn and the holidays
because they are so busy for us! All of the Lowell General
Hospital employees are back from their summer vacations.
There is a nice chill in the early morning air, and our
customers are looking for new items for their
wardrobes and jewelry boxes.
This past spring and summer we began
to increase our inventory of women’s
apparel, primarily casual and dressy tops,
sweaters and even a cute jersey dress or
two. Our customers have responded very
well and so we are continuing the trend this
fall with sweaters, wraps, holiday tops for
special occasions and a very cute crocheted skirt
in black that can be dressed up or down.
In August, we hosted Susan Kanoff, a professional wardrobe
consultant who helps women dress their best. Susan works
with private clients, styles for television and is the Style
Editor for Merrimack Valley Magazine. Susan featured
the Gift Shop in her blog which can be accessed
through her website www.agreatnewlook.com and
is hoping to feature us in an upcoming article in
Merrimack Valley Magazine about hidden treasures
close to home.

Coming soon ...
Order gifts and
flowers online.
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While we are having fun and making money with our
fashion merchandise, we also continue to offer many
special gifts for our patients and guests to purchase at very
reasonable prices. Our new florist, Floral Arts of Westford,
is supplying us with gorgeous arrangements
ranging in price from $8.95 to $50. We
also supply custom floral designs, including
corsages by special order.
Our new and improved Lowell General
website page is under construction and will
be coming soon this fall. You can soon visit
the site at www.lowellgeneral.org search for
the gift shop and check us out! Visitors to the
page will be able to order flowers, get well and baby gifts
directly from the website. We are also on Facebook under
Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary Gift Shop, so please
“like us” and share our posts with your friends as we try to
spread the word!
Finally, our Holiday Festivals are planned
for November 20th and 21st in the Clark
Auditorium, Main Campus and December
4th at Saints Campus. We are again
offering a Holiday Café on Thursday,
November 20th and encourage you to
pre-order your delicious lunch for $5. If you
pre-register with a friend, you can buy one
lunch and get one free! You will also each
receive a coupon for 15% off one item
of your choice! You can pre-register
by calling Donna at 978-937-6373
or email her at donna.thoene@
lowellgeneral.org. If you are interested
in volunteering for this event, please also call Donna at the
above number. We are always looking for volunteers; it’s
fun and a great way to meet other Auxilians.
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28th Annual Taste of the Town

TASTE
OF THE

TOWN

Sunday, October 26, 2014

sponsored by the
L owe l l G e n e r a l
Hospital Auxiliary

UMass Lowell Inn and Conference Center
» Doors Open 4:30

Taste of the Town Live Auction
Mount Washington getaway for four. Includes two
deluxe rooms, fresh flowers and champagne with
keepsake flutes delivered to rooms upon arrival.
• Full American breakfast, dinners in restaurants of
your choice.
• A private carriage or sleigh ride.
• Gift certificate towards golf or the beautiful spa.
A perfect weekend getaway.

Participating Chefs:
Blue Stove at Nordstrom
Burton’s Grill - Westford
The Capital Grille
Cobblestones
Del Frisco’s Grille
Evviva Cucina
Frederick’s Pastries
Grazie - Four Oaks Country Club
I Dream of Jeanne Cakes
Mariano’s Restaurante
Moonstones
Ricardo’s Trattoria
Seasons 52
Sodexo

Tickets are on sale for the 28th Annual Taste of the Town on Sunday,
October 26th, 2014 at the UMass Lowell Inn and Conference Center.
Doors open at 4:30 for a preview of the raffle baskets and the debut
sale of the Auxiliary January 2015 Raffle Calendar.

Two Chefs Are Better Than One
UMass Lowell Inn &
Conference Center
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Save the Date
September 24-26		

Book Fair
(Main Campus)
October 26			

28th Annual Taste of the Town
(UMass Lowell Inn & Conference Center)
November 20-21		

Festival of Holidays
(Main Campus)
December 4			

Festival of Holidays

Calling On Volunteers
The hospital’s Auxiliary board is wondering if there
are any Auxilians out there that would be interested in
volunteering at one of our upcoming fundraising events.
We are specifically looking for help during the Festival of
Holidays (main campus) on November 20th & 21st, and
December 4th (Saints campus). In addition, we are also in
need of assistance with the book fairs that are being held
on December 10th (Saints campus) and December 11th &
12th (main campus).
So check your calendars, and if available, please consider
helping us out by signing up for just a two- to three-hour
shift. You can let us know by emailing either Linda Carson
at jandlcarson@comcast.net to help with one of the book
fairs or Donna Thoene at donna.thoene@lowell general.org
to volunteer for the Festival of Holidays. We would love to
hear from you!

(Saints Campus)
December 10			

Book Fair
(Saints Campus)

For more information about joining the Lowell
General Hospital Auxiliary, please contact the
Philanthropy Office at 978-937-6430 or visit us
online at www.lowellgeneral.org/auxiliary1.

December 11-12		

Book Fair
(Main Campus)
February 5, 2015

“A Winter Affair”
March, 2015 TBD

Daffodils and Desserts
April, 2015 TBD

Book Fair

Photo by Susan Kanoff
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