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President’s Message

Happy New Year
The Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary was formed in 1951 to promote and advance
the welfare of the hospital. As 2017 draws to a close, I am happy to report the
Auxiliary continues to be faithful to this mission. We honored our 2017 pledge to
the hospital in support of the ICU expansion and the construction of a Healing
Garden with a Labyrinth. And, thanks to all of you and a very successful Taste
of the Town, we are well on our way to raising the money for our 2018 pledge.
Our efforts are routinely recognized by the hospital. Jody White, President of
Lowell General Hospital and Circle Health often mentions the importance of the
Auxiliary’s work in supporting patients and families at the hospital.
It was a busy fall and looks to be an equally busy winter.
Our signature event, Taste the Town, was held on October 22nd, and had gross
receipts of $68,705. On behalf of the Auxiliary, I offer my sincere thanks to all
the individuals, restaurants, and businesses who supported Taste of the Town
especially those who volunteered their time and talents to make this signature
event such as success. In addition to raising a significant amount of money,
this event demonstrates the Auxiliary’s and the community’s commitment to the
hospital. A complete list of participating restaurants and caterers is available on
page 6. Please show your support and patronize these wonderful establishments.
Other fall fundraising events include:
• Festival of the Holidays — This event held on both campuses features both
holiday merchandise and merchandise typically found in the gift shops.
Thank you to Sarah Taylor, our new gift shop manager, assisted by Maria
Doherty for a wonderful selection of items. By the way, if you have not
visited the Saints gift shop recently, please stop by. The doors have
been changed to make the gift shop more visible to visitors to
this campus.
• Book Fairs — The fairs were held on both the Main and
Saints campuses as well as in Tyngsboro. A special
thank you to Linda Carson, who organizes this
event every year.
Continued page 2
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• January Raffle Calendar — These popular calendars with
wonderful prizes drawn daily in January remain on sale
throughout the month in the hospital gift shops ($10 each or
3 for $25). Thank you to Alex Regan and her committee.
• Shopping Event at Wish, Acton — 20% of sales on December
14 will be donated to the Auxiliary. This is a new event provided
to the Auxiliary by former gift shop manager Donna Thoene and
her daughter, Kate, owners of Wish. Thank you Donna and Kate!
We are looking forward to the following popular events:
• Winter Affair … with a Little Flair — February 11, 2018
(snow date February 18) at Vesper Country Club
• Daffodils & Desserts — March 22, 2018 in the lobby at both
the Main and Saints campuses
• Annual Meeting — May 7, 2018, location TBD
What a great time to be associated The Lowell General Hospital
Auxiliary. Thanks for your continued support of the Lowell General
Hospital Auxiliary and warm wishes for a healthy, happy 2018.
Paula Leavitt, President
Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary

Meet Our Newest Board Members
Christine
Fraser lives in
North Andover
with her
husband Peter
and is the
proud mother
of three grown
children, Nicholas, Adam, and
Julia and her Goldendoodle
Oliver. She enjoys reading,
cooking and spending time
with her family. Christine has
previously been on the Lowell
General Hospital Auxiliary
board and loves the feeling of
giving back to the hospital and
community.

Priti Patel lives
in Westford
and has two
grown children,
Aneena and
Aveen. She
is a lifetime
member of
the Lowell General Hospital
Auxiliary and has been on the
Auxiliary Board in the past.
She was a substitute teacher
in the Westford Public Schools
and now, works part time as an
underwriter for a local insurance
company. She enjoys playing
tennis, reading and travel. Priti
is also a trustee on the Board
of Woman Working Wonders
Foundation.
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Alexis Bolduc works as
a Financial Advisor at
Enterprise Bank, within
the Bank’s Investment
Services group. Alexis
began her career with
Enterprise Bank in 2015
and has held positions in
the Bank’s Credit department as a Credit
Analyst, as well as a Client Associate
within the Investment Services group, prior
to her current role.
A graduate of the University of Massachusetts
Lowell, Ms. Bolduc earned a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Business Administration
with a concentration in Finance. She is
currently pursuing an MBA degree at the
University of Massachusetts Lowell. Alexis
is a lifelong resident of Chelmsford.

Thank You for Being a Member of the Auxiliary!
We greatly appreciate your commitment to and
support of the Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary, as
together we directly assist in the hospital’s promise
of Complete connected care. As you know the
Auxiliary supports the hospital and the community
through a variety of fundraisers including The Taste
of the Town, Daffodils and Desserts, A Winter Affair
and more. Members receive the Auxiliary Newsletter
and invitations to our special events including
the annual meeting. Our members help support
events by donating their time, talent and treasure
by sharing baked goods, providing raffle items and
volunteering to name a few.
A special thank you to those that have already
renewed your membership. If you have not done
so already we invite you to renew at this time. New
members of the Auxiliary are always welcome! As a
member of the Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary you
will have the opportunity to enjoy rewarding work,
make new friends and make a difference in your
community. If you are interested please sign-up today!
• Annual membership: $30

As a reminder annual members receive a 10% discount
in the Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary Gift Shop on
both Main and Saints Campuses. Lifetime members
also get their name on the Auxiliary Membership
Plaque on display in the conference center lobby.
For more information about joining the Lowell General
Hospital Auxiliary, please contact The Philanthropy
Department at 978-937-6696 or visit the Lowell
General Hospital website at www.lowellgeneral.org by
searching Auxiliary.
We would like to remember Shirley Colmer a long-time
member of the Auxiliary and volunteer at the Hospital
who passed away in July of this past year. We thank
her for her many years of service.
Again, the entire Auxiliary Board is grateful to all
members for all you do for Lowell General Hospital
and appreciate your ongoing support.

For more information please contact The
Philanthropy Department at 978-937-6696 or
visit www.lowellgeneral.org and search “Auxiliary”.

• Lifetime Membership: $500
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Healing Garden
Auxiliary Members and Staff Celebrate
Opening of New Healing Garden
Families of patients admitted to the Intensive Care
Unit on the main campus will now have a place for
peace and tranquility just outside the door.
The campus’s new 5,500-square-foot Healing Garden
was an important piece of the ICU expansion, which
added 11 beds to allow more critically ill patients
to be cared for close to home. The garden, located
outside the original hospital entrance along Varnum
Avenue and just outside the new Gil and Marilyn
Campbell ICU Unit, is centered by a labyrinth and
includes bench seating, trees and flower gardens.
In a dedication ceremony held on Monday, June 26,
President and CEO Jody White thanked the generous
donors who made the project possible. He also singled

out retiring Director of Mission and Chaplaincy
Carol Gagne, who dedicated many hours to
helping families of critically ill patients cope with
the emotions and hardships of serious illness.
A blessing for the garden was read, after which
a plaque was unveiled by our own Linda Carson
and her husband John, who made a donation
to dedicate the labyrinth to Carol in a surprise
announcement. Carol then took the first walk
through the labyrinth, which is designed to offer
a space for quiet meditation and repose.
Be sure to visit this beautiful addition to the
main campus and thank you to the Lowell
General Hospital Auxiliary and all our generous
donors who made the creation of this peaceful
space possible.

Jody White, President and CEO of Circle Health and Lowell General Hospital celebrated the
opening of the new Healing Garden.
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John and Linda Carson speak at the labyrinth dedication.

Retired Director of Mission and Chaplaincy
Carol Gagne.
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Taste of the Town
Sunday, October 22nd the Auxiliary celebrated the
31st Taste of the Town. It was a festive fall evening
with 350 guests enjoying the culinary creations of
15 local restaurants. The auxiliary was overwhelmed
by the generosity and creativity of the participating
restaurants and caterers: 110 Grill, Burtons Grill,
The Stone Hospitality Group of Cobblestones and
Moonstones, The Establishment, Evviva Cucina, I
Dream of Jeanne Cakes, Nobo, Nolo Bistro & Bar at
the Stonehedge Hotel and Spa, Sodexo, Two Chefs
are Better Than One, UMass Lowell Inn & Conference
Center, Mariano’s, Andiamo and The Irish Cottage.
As always the restaurants went ‘all out’ this year
and delighted the guests with diverse and delicious
offerings including everything from Arancini
Fried Rice Balls to Mango Seafood Poke
to S’Mores Tiramusu. Be assured, no one
went home hungry! Billy Costa of Kiss
108 and NESN’s Dining Playbook was
once again the evening’s celebrity
guest. He visited with each
restaurant and highlighted
their menus.
Those in attendance
participated in the fabulous
raffle basket and silent
auction featuring, among
many other items, tickets
to the Boston Ballet’s The
Nutcracker, New England
Patriots tickets and a wine
basket that would delight
even the most discerning
wine enthusiast. Billy Costa had
fun with the crowd as he goaded them into competing
for a trip to anywhere in the U.S. plus other fabulous
get-aways in the evening’s live auction.
A heartfelt thank you to the restaurants and caterers,
the raffle and auction donors, junior volunteers and of
course all our guests!

Best Appetizer: Kobe Spring Roll by Nobo
Best Entrée: Lobster Mac & Cheese by Sodexo
Best Dessert: C
 hocolate Pots de Crème
by Two Chefs Are Better Than One
Chairmans Choice: UMass Lowell Inn & Conference Center

Daffodils and Desserts
Lowell General Hospital will welcome spring on
Thursday March 22, 2018 with the Auxiliary’s annual
Daffodils and Desserts sale. The many wonderful
desserts, beautiful Easter baskets, spring accents for
your home and of course the daffodils will brighten
the lobbies of both the Saints and Main campuses.

We have the ability to deliver daffodils if you know
of any group, office, school, etc. that would like
them. A minimum of 10 bunches to have a delivery.
All proceeds will again go to The Cancer Center at
Lowell General Hospital.

If you would like to volunteer for two hours,
make a basket or bake please let us know by
contacting Mary Bennett at 978-250-1615 or
marybennettp@ hotmail.com.

Gift Shop News
As many of you already know, our longtime associate,
Maria Doherty, was promoted to Assistant Manager in
September. Over the past 5 years, Maria has become
an integral part of the gift shop and hospital. Her
rapport with customers and her merchandising skills
make her such an asset to our team. As assistant
manager, she continues to focus on showcasing our
multitude of products at both campuses. Maria is
extremely dedicated and we are so grateful for her
professionalism, talent, compassion and sincerity.

that our sales will reflect our efforts. We are
looking forward to starting the New Year with a
renewed sense of energy and enthusiasm. Here’s
to a great 2017 and even better 2018!

As the busy season arrives, business has been
steadily rising in both shops. The renovation at the
Saints Campus was well received and looks fabulous!
The new doors help the shop to look more inviting
and we have seen an increase in sales over the past
couple of weeks. Both holiday festivals were very
successful with a slight increase in sales over last
year. As the year comes to an end, we are hopeful

Like Us on Facebook
Lowell General Hospital
Auxiliary Gift Shop

Follow Us on Instagram
@lowellgeneralhospitalgiftshops

10% Off Coupon for the
Lowell General Hospital Gift Shop
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Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary

2018 Calendar
February 11, 2018
Winter Affair (5:00-8:00 p.m.)
February 18, 2018 (snow date)
Winter Affair (5:00-8:00 p.m.)
March 22, 2018
Daffodils and Desserts
(Main and Saints Campuses)

Happy Holidays!
The 2018 Auxiliary Raffle Calendar Is Here!
They make great gifts and there are so many fun prizes to be won.
Beginning on January 1st with a $500 cash prize, the calendar offers 31
chances to win a host of fabulous prizes — from retail and restaurant
gift cards to sports and theatre tickets — concluding on January 31st
with a $750 cash prize! The raffle calendar is available for $10 or
3/$25 at the Lowell General Hospital Gift Shop.
The raffle calendar winners will be posted on our website: lowellgeneral.
org/rafflecalendar. Good luck!

April 25-26, 2018
Book Fair Main Campus

You’re Invited!

April 27, 2018
Book Fair Saints Campus

RSVP with Kelly Will at 978-937-6696.

Join us on February 11, 2018 for A Winter Affair.

May 7, 2018
Annual Meeting venue TBD

Winter
Affair

September 12–14, 2018
Book Fair Main Campus

A

October 28, 2018
Taste of the Town (4:30-8:00 p.m.)

WITH A
LITTLE

December 1, 2018
Book Fair Tyngsboro Campus
December 12, 2018
Book Fair Saints Campus
December 13 -14, 2018
Book Fair Main Campus

♥
♥

Flair

Mixing it up with your favorite bartenders
Save the evening of February 11, 2018 (snow date February 18)
All in the spirit of giving

Sponsored by the Lowell General Hospital Auxiliary
at Vesper Country Club, Tyngsboro
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